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Geotourism – what is it?

Geotourism is "best practice" tourism that sustains, or even 

enhances, the geographical character of a place, such as 

its culture, environment, heritage, and the well-being of its 

residents.

The concept was introduced publicly in a 2002 report by the 

Travel Industry Association of America (as of 2009 this 

organization adapted name to U.S. Travel Association) 

and National Geographic Traveler magazine.[1] National 

Geographic senior editor Jonathan B. Tourtellot and his wife, 

Sally Bensusen, coined the term in 1997 in response to 

requests for a term and concept more encompassing 

than ecotourism and sustainable tourism.[2]

But we don’t believe that!

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Best_practice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tourism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geographical
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_environment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_heritage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Geographic_Traveler
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Geographic_Traveler
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geotourism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecotourism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_tourism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geotourism
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Geotourism – the real definition!

The provision of interpretive and service facilities to enable 
tourists to acquire knowledge and understanding of the geology 
and geomorphology of a site (including its contribution to the 
development of the Earth sciences) beyond the level of mere 
aesthetic appreciation

Hose, T. A. 1995. Selling the story of Britain’s stone. Environmental Interpretation, 10 (2) 16-17.
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Geotourism – the real definition

Geotourism is a form of landscape tourism that specifically focuses 
on geology and landscape. It promotes tourism to geosites and the 
conservation of geodiversity and an understanding of earth 
sciences through appreciation and learning. 

This is achieved through independent visits to geological features, 
use of geo-trails and view points, guided tours, geo-activities and 
patronage of geosite visitor centres. (Newsome & Dowling, 2010)
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Geotourism = geological tourism

2008

2010
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Scottish geotourism – some history

1760s – Highland fascinations…….
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Scottish geotourism – some history

1760s – Highland fascinations…….

1770s – The travellers…….

Johnson & Boswell

Pennant
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Scottish geotourism – some history

1760s – Highland fascinations…….

1770s – The travellers…….

Pennant

Early 1800s – artists & writers..

Scott

Loch Coruisk, JMW Turner, 1834Landseer, 1851
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• remarkable geodiversity

• 3 billion years of earth 
history

• birthplace of geological 
science

Scotland:
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Some facts and figures.....

• Rocks and landforms basis for Scotland’s landscapes

• Visitors rank scenery as the main attraction of Scotland (ahead of 

history and culture) (VisitScotland & Scottish Natural Heritage, 2002)

• 2007 – 16 million (overnight)  tourists; spend > £4.2bn (Dear, 2009)

• Scotland ranked the top European eco-destination and 9th in the world 

• Wildlife tourism generated £210 million in 2006 (Dear, 2009) 

• Geotourism is a growing component of the tourism industry........
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European Geopark Network

• Founded in June 2000

• Originally only 4 member geoparks (in France and Greece)

• April 2001 saw agreement with UNESCO

• October 2001 – 12 members in 6 countries

• Network now consists of 44 members (October 2010)

• Joined UNESCO Global Geopark Network in 2004



© NERC All rights reserved

European Geopark Network
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What is a European Geopark?

A GEOPARK is an area with….

a particular geological heritage

but also with….

a sustainable development strategy or plan

A geopark must use its geological heritage as its 

primary primary promotional tool but can also 

promote other aspects of it’s natural and cultural 

heritage
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EGN Charter (2000)
3. A European Geopark has an active role in the economic 
development of its territory through enhancement of a general 
image linked to the geological heritage and the development of 
Geotourism.

European Geopark Charter
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Scottish Geoparks
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Knockan Crag NNR, NW Highlands
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Geological and cultural heritage
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Geotrail
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Geology and art
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Caledonian – Appalachian Terranes

Early Devonian c. 410 million years ago 

Some real geology…..
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a final thought……
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Thank you! hfb@bgs.ac.uk

www.bgs.ac.uk

mailto:hfb@bgs.ac.uk
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/

